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Faith is being sure of what we hope for,

it is being sure of what we do not see. -- Hebrews 11:1 NIRV
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Being Sure Of What We Hope For
Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see. — Hebrews 11: 1, NIRV

Hey Rock Kidz! Who do you think this man is? A soldier. What is he doing? Saluting? Who do soldiers salute?
Everyone and anyone? No, soldiers salute their officers and those who have a higher rank than them, like
their captains and their generals. Salute! Let me tell you something very important about soldiers. They have
to listen to their commanding officers. Whatever the captain says to the soldier, the soldier has to answer,
“Sir, yes sir.” If the captain says march up the hill, the soldier cannot say, “Huh? Seriously?” No, the soldier
has to do what the captain says. His answer is always, “Sir, yes, sir.”

During the time of Jesus, soldiers did not wear green uniforms like our soldiers do today. They wore armor
and looked like this. And their officers were not called ‘captains’. They were called ‘centurions’. Can you
guess which is the centurion? Yes, the one with the biggest helmet. A roman centurion only had to give the
command, “Come here” and his men would obey. All he had to do was speak. If he said, “Go over there”, his
men would snap to attention and say, “Sir, yes sir.”

Today’s Bible lesson is about a Roman centurion living in the Jewish town of Capernaum. The centurion had
a servant who was very sick, so sick that he was going to die. When the centurion heard that Jesus was in
Capernaum, he cent some of the Jewish leaders to Jesus, to ask Jesus to come and save his servant’s life. But
when the Jewish leaders went to Jesus, this is what happened. In Luke 7:4-5 it says, “The men went to Jesus
and begged him saying, “This officer is worthy of your help. He loves our people, and he built us a synagogue.”

Did you see that? The Jewish leaders didn’t just ‘ask’ Jesus, they ‘begged’ Him. Do you know the difference
between ‘asking’ and ‘begging’? ‘asking looks like this: “Can you please help?” ‘Begging’ looks like this: “Oh,
please, please, please, please, please ...!”. ‘Begging’ has to do with being desperate and unsure.

The Jewish leaders were so unsure that Jesus would help the centurion that they chose to ‘beg’ instead of
just ‘ask’. They event tried to persuade Jesus by giving Him all kinds of reasons why the centurion deserved
to be helped. “He is worthy, “they said, “he loves our people. He built us a synagogue.”. What they actually
meant was, “This is a good guy. He deserves to be helped.”.

What do you suppose Jesus said? Did He go, “Hmm, interesting... Let me think about this.”. Of course not!
Jesus is not like that. The Bible tells us that Jesus went about healing every sickness and every disease among
the people. So Jesus went with the men. But as the were on their way to the centurion’s house, some of the
centurion’s friends came to meet them. These friends had message from the centurion. In Luke 7: 6-7 it says,
“Lord, you don’t need to come into my house. | am not good enough for you to be under my roof. That is
why | did not come to you myself...” Wait, what? No need to come? Didn’t he want his servant to get healed?
But when we see the rest of the centurion’s message, we understand better. “You only need to say the word,
and my servant will be healed.” The centurion believed that Jesus could command the sickness to go simply
by speaking. The centurion believed that Jesus had so much power and authority, the sickness would have
no choice but to obey His command.

Look what the centurion said in Luke 7: 8 “I, too, am a man under the authority of other men. And | have
soldiers under my command. | tell one soldier, ‘Go’, and he goes. And | tell another soldier, ‘Come’, and he
comes. And | say to my servant, ‘Do this’, and my servant obeys me.” The centurion did not beg or plead for
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help, he simply said he was very sure of. He was sure that Jesus was God enough to command the sickness
away. And he was sure that Jesus was good enough to do what he asked.

When Jesus heard this, He was amazed. He turned to the people and said, “I tell you, this man has great faith!
I have not found such great faith anywhere, not even in all Israel!”. What did the centurion do to make Jesus
say that about him? The answer is that it is not about what the centurion did. The answer is about what the
centurion believed. The centurion was sure that Jesus was able and willing to do what he asked. In Hebrews
11:1, it says, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see.” Did the
centurion get what he hoped for? For sure! By the time the centurion’s friends got back to his house, the
servant was already up and about, completely healed!

The good news is that what happened for the centurion still happens for us today. The Bible tells us that we
can always put our trust in Jesus. When we go to Him with our requests, we can be sure that he is always
God enough and good enough to do what we ask of Him.

Let me tell you what happened when a youth from our church dared to say what she believed. When she
was in Secondary one, her school put up a huge signboard with the names of all the students who had done
well in their ‘O’ level exams. When she saw it she said, “One day my name will be up on that board.”

Often when her family drove past the school, she would say, “I told Jesus one day my name will be up on
that board.”. And if her family didn’t respond, she would say, “Quick, someone say ‘amen’!” Was this being
boastful? No. she simply believed that because the Lord was with her, she was a successful girl.

But one day, the school took down the signboard. Was that the end of her dream to see her name on that
board? In her final year at school, there was a grand celebration. It was the school’s fiftieth anniversary. To
mark the special occasion, the school put up a new signboard. Guess whose name and face was on that
board? That’s right! What started as a simple hope became true for her that day.

What did we learn today? We learned that we can be sure that we are safe with our good, good God. When
we go to Him with our requests, we can be sure that He is able and willing to do what we ask of him. We can
be sure that He is God enough to help us. He is God enough because all the power and authority in heaven
and on earth belongs to Him. No sickness or disease, no challenge or problem is too big or difficult for Him
to do. Remember what the centurion said? “You only need to say the word...” We can also be sure that He
is always good enough to listen to us and do what we ask. Why? Because he love us. We can be sure of His
love for us because of what He has done for us at the cross, we never ever have to beg or plead for His help.
We never even have to give Him all sorts of reasons why we deserve to be helped.

When we look at ourselves, we can get discourage. When we look at our situation, we can get worried or
afraid. No, let’s not do that. Let’s look to our good, good Jesus and see His love for us. When we look to Jesus,
we can be sure. We can be sure that He will always take good care of us. Just like the centurion, we can have
faith that He is always God enough and good enough to do what we ask of Him. And all of Rock Kidz say,
“Amen!”.



Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into your life to be
your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me, “Dear Lord Jesus, thank You
for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died, was buried and on the third day, you rose
again. Your precious blood washed away all my sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You
now to come into my life to be my Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a
child of God. In Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



