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BECAUSE WE GET TO

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD
Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will
not be room enough to store it.” — Malachi 3:10, NIV

Hey Rock Kidz! If your friend sent this to you one day, what would you know? You’d know that your friend wanted to
say a big “thank you”.

What would you do if you wanted to say “thank you”? do you make your own “thank you” card? Send a gift? Or do
you prefer to say it with a big, big hug?

Just as there are different ways for us to thank other people, there are also different ways for us to give thanks to our
very good and awesome God. We thank Him when we pray, we give thanks when we sing praises to Him, and we also
give thanks to the Lord when we lift our hands in worship. You may already know this, but did you know that there is
another way for us to express our thanksgiving and gratefulness to our good, good God? Let’s find out together.

Today’s Bible lesson starts with Abraham. You can real all about it in Genesis 14. And during this time, Abraham is still
known by his old name, “Abram”. In Genesis 14, four enemy kings attacked the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. These
four kings captured the people of Sodom and Gomorrah and took them and all their possessions away. Among these
captives was Lot. Lot was Abram’s nephew.

When Abram heard that Lot was captured, he gathered his fighting men and chased after the enemy. With just 318 of
his own men, Abram fought against the four kings and their armies and defeated them. That day, Abram rescued his
nephew Lot, and along with all the other captives, brought back everything that the enemy had stolen.

Usually the action ends once the battle is won. But Genesis 14 tells us that while Abram was on his way back from the
battle, two very different kings came to see him. One was the wicked king of Sodom. And the other was Melchizedek,
the godly king of Salem. We know that Melchizedek was a godly king because the Bible tells us that he was also the
priest of the Most High God. That day, Melchizedek brought Abram bread and wine. Then he blessed Abram and said,
“Abram, may you be blessed by God Most High, the one who made heaven and earth. And we praise God Most High,
who helped you defeat your enemies.”

Right after this, guess what Abram did? He gave Melchizedek one-tenth of everything that he had taken from the
battle. This means that for every ten things that he had, Abram gave Melchizedek one. One out of every ten animals,
one out of every ten bags of gold and silver and one-tenth of everything else. Abram gave Melchizedek one-tenth of
everything that he had as an act of worship to the Lord. It was Abram’s way of saying “thank you” for the victory that
God had given him and for all the blessings that he and received.

We know this because when the king of Sodom said, “Hey, just keep everything for yourself!” Abram said, “No! |
promise to the Lord, the God Most High, the one who made heaven and earth. | promise that | will not keep anything
that is yours — not even a thread or a sandal strap! | don’t want you to say, ‘Il made Abram rich.” Wow! Even though
all the spoils from the battle could have made him very rich, Abram did not want to keep anything that belonged to
the king of Sodom for himself. Instead, all he took one the one-tenth that he gave to Melchizedek, King of Salem and
high priest of the Most High God.

What Abram did that day was really very special. You see, this was the first record in the Bible of anyone giving one-
tenth of what he had. The Bible calls giving God one-tenth of everything that He has first given us “the tithe”. The tithe
is so special and precious that we continue it to this day. Just like Abram, we get the privilege of giving to God one-



tenth of all that He has first given us. Just like Abram, we want to worship and thank our God for giving us everything
we have.

Are you ready to hear the most exciting part about tithing? Listen carefully so that you don’t miss what I’'m about to
tell you. the exciting part about tithing is that God does not need our money! We don’t tithe because we have to. We
tithe because we get to! Think about it. Our God is so big, so strong and so mighty that He doesn’t need our money.
There is nothing we can give to God that He did not first give to us! So why do we still tithe? We tithe because this is
our way of saying “thank you” for all that He has given to us. It is our way to honour the Lord and show Him how much
we love Him.

But Guess what? Our God is so amazing that no matter how much we give, we can never, ever out-give our God!
Malachi 3:10 says, “ you might get to highlight this as well, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” When we give, the Lord throws
open the floodgates of heaven when our God gives, He gives in great style. “Test me in this!” says the Lord, this is the
Lord saying, “Check it out for yourself that this is true. Bring your tithe and watch how | will bless you.” Wow! Our
amazing God does not want to take from us. He wants to keep on giving to us. What a good and generous God we
have!

Let me tell you about what happened when a boy from Rock Kidz started to tithe. When he was little, his dad handed
him a coin every Sunday to put in the offering bag. But when he got older, his dad said, “It’s time for you to start being
responsible for your own tithe. Remember bring it to church with you.” some weeks he remembered, but most weeks
he forgot. That December, the boy decided he would tithe one-tenth of what he had saved that year. He broke his
coin bank and counted his money. That Sunday, he brought his $10 and put it in the offering bag.

During Christmas week, his mum got a text from a friend who lived overseas. “I miss you guys! | am sending both your
kids $100 each, as their Christmas gift from me.” When he mum told him this, the boy was surprised. “S100? Mum,

1”7

remember the $10 | tithed? | gave the Lord $10, but He gave me back ten times more!” What makes this testimony

lovely is that the boy is so quick to remember that it was the Lord who had blessed him. Thank you Jesus!

Maybe right now some of you are thinking, “So, how much is one-tenth of what we receive?” Well, if you get $10 every
week, one tenth would be S1. If you get one dollar each week, then your tithe would be 10 cents. Maybe now you're
thinking, “10 cents? What different does 10 cents make?” Well remember, God doesn’t need our money. What’s
important to Him is not how much you give, but how much you trust Him with what you have received. If you are now
asking, “But | only get $1! If | give the Lord one-tenth, | will have even less!” This is why Daddy God loves for us to tithe.
He loves us to depend on Him and trust Him to give us everything that we need.

Now that you know this, what happens if you don’t get any money at all? How do you tithe? If you are really excited
to start tithing to the Lord, tell Him about it! Tell Him to blesse you so that you get the joy of bringing Him your tithe.
Always remember, we don’t tithe because we have to. We tithe because we get to! We get to say “Thank You” to our
good and faithful God for everything that we have. And when we do, the Lord smiles at us and says, “Test Me in this,
and watch Me pour out so much blessing on you that there will not be room enough to store it.” What a good and
amazing Hod we have! Let’s give Him all the praise.

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into your life to be
your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me, “Dear Lord Jesus, thank You
for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died, was buried and on the third day, you rose
again. Your precious blood washed away all my sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You



now to come into my life to be my Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a
child of God. In Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



