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NO FEAR
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear ... 1 john 4: 18, NKJV

Hey Rock Kidz! Today, we're going to talk about what makes us afraid. For example, if someone comes
along and pops this in your hand, what would you do? Scream and run away? Ahh! Maybe you’re
thinking, “Aw ... It’s just a tiny baby lizard. It’s not scary at all!”

Well, what if someone puts this in your hand instead? Yikes! Different people are afraid of different
things. The creepy-crawly that gives you the shivers may not bother the other person at all. We're all
scared of different things, but everyone knows what it feels like to be afraid. Your brains start
screaming, your heart thumps like mad and your legs feel like jelly!

We can try and tell ourselves not to be scared, but we’re afraid anyway. How many of you agree with
me that it is no fun to be weak and wobbly like this? When faced with a difficult situation, I'd much
rather be like this. Solid, stable, strong!

Today’s Bible story starts with two fishmen going to see Jesus. They were brothers and their names
were Andrew and Simon. Even though they probably not met Jesus before, the Bible tells us in John 1
that when Jesus saw Simon, He said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called, Peter.” Today,
when we hear this, all we hear is that Simon got a new name. but for the people who lived during that
time, this is what they would have heard, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called ‘Rock’.” This
was because the word ‘Peter’ means ‘Rock’. That day, an ordinary fisherman called Simon became
“Peter the Rock”.

A rock is not wobbly or weak. A rock is solid and strong. Was Peter strong? Probably, because after all
he was a fishman, used to living rough and tough. Peter was also a man of action. Remember the story
about the storm? While the rest of the disciples were hanging on for dear life, Peter got out of the boat
and walked towards Jesus! All Peter needed was to know that it really was Jesus out there on the water.
“Lord, if it’s You, tell me to come to You on the water.” So when Jesu said, “Come!” Peter took Him at
His word. But was Peter bold like this all the time? No, because right after this. This Bible tells us that
Peter saw the waves and became afraid and started to sink! Thankfully, Jesus was right there to grab
him and save him. You can imagine the other disciples shaking their heads! And yet, Jesus never once
looked at Peter and said, “You know what? You’re not solid or strong like a rock. | shall stop calling you,
Peter.” No, Jesus never changed His mind about Peter at all.

So did Peter stop being afraid and became bold and brave? Not really. The Bible tells us that on the night
when Jesus was taken away by soldiers, Peter was so afraid that he did a terrible, terrible thing. When a
servant girl asked, “Hey, aren’t you one of the men following Jesus?” Peter growled and said, “l don’t
know what you’re talking about.” Each time someone recognized Peter as Jesus’s disciple, Peter denied
it, “No! | don’t know Him at all!” This happened not just once, but three times! Only when the rooster
crowed three times did Peter realize what he had done. Was this the end of Peter, the disciple? You
know the answer ... No, no, no!



The good news is that Jesus never gave up on Peter, even when Peter’s fear made him give up on Jesus!
The good news is that Jesus never leaves us alone to sort ourselves out. He always steps in to love on us
and then love on us some more. His love makes us strong and helps us become champions that He says
we are. And this was what happened for Peter. John 21 tells us that Peter and the other disciples went
fishing. This was a few days after Jesus risen from the grave. The disciples saw a man standing at the
beach. At first, the disciples could not recognize the man at the beach. But as soon as one of them told
Peter, “It is the Lord!” Peter jumped into the water and swam to shore. The day, the resurrected Jesus
prepared breakfast for His disciples. As they sat beside the fire, Jesus spoke kindly to Peter. There was
no talk of how Peter had failed so badly. There was no frowning, no mention of how disappointed the
Lord was with him. Actually, the exact opposite happened. That day, Jesus made sure that Peter
understood how much the Lord still loved and accepted him. That day, the Lord asked Peter, “Do you
love me?” Each time Peter answered, “Yes”. Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep!” How amazing that
even after all that had happened, Jesus never gave up on Peter. Instead, Jesus bothered to let Peter
know that he was still trusted to do great things for God.

Did Peter end up being the rock that Jesus said he would be? Yes! In acts 2, Peter preached to a crowd
about Jesus, and three thousand people believed and saved. In acts 3, Peter said to a lame man, “In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” And immediately the lame man got up and started
walking and leaping about! Even more amazing, Acts 9 tells us that when a woman called Dorcas died,
Peter boldly prayed for her and she was brought back to life!

Wow, what happened to Peter reminds me of this verse. Now | want you to flip your Bibles to 1 John 4:
18, you can highlight it as well. It says, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear ...” When
Peter saw how much the Lord loved him, no matter what. Something powerful happened to Peter. He
stopped being afraid and became fearless and bold to trust in the Lord in everything he did.

Let me tell you about a man of God called George Mbiller. He lived in England in the 1800s, more than
200 years ago. George Mbuller took care of many orphans, and this meant that he had many mouths to
feed. One day, there was no food left to feed the children. Instead of worrying or being afraid, George
Moller simply trusted in the Lord’s love for him. Even when things did not look good at all, George
Moller continued to believe that God would always be good to him. That morning, in front of all the
hungry children, sitting in front of all the empty plates, George Muller boldly prayed, “Dear Lord, we
thank You for the food You are going to give us to eat.”

There was a knock at the door. It was the baker who had decided to give them bread that morning!
“Children,” George Muller said, “not only do we have bread, we have fresh bread!” There was another
knock. It was the milkman! The milk cart had broken down outside the orphanage, so he decided to give
the milk to the children, completing their meal. Wow! Isn’t that amazing?

Hey Rock Kidz, the Bible tells us that “perfect love casts out fear”. When we know our God loves us
completely, His perfect love will drive away any fear in our hearts. “Perfect love” doesn’t mean that we
have to love God perfectly. It doesn’t mean that we have to be perfect either. The really good news
today is that no matter how weak or wobbly we get, our God’s love for us is steady, strong and sure. So



steady, so strong and so sure that the Bible calls it ‘perfect love’. When you know how perfectly God
loves, it changes you on the inside. It makes you strong and it makes you bold because you know that no
matter what, you can trust our Daddy God to take good care of you.

When we focus on His perfect love for us, we don’t have to be afraid. This gives us the courage to do
what we know we need to do. Like admitting our mistakes, instead of lying about it. Like not being mean
to someone, just because the bullies expect you to.

Remember, we are not fearless because we are brave or strong. No, our boldness does not come from
ourselves. We can bold because there is no fear in love. Our strength does not come from ourselves.
Our strength comes from our Daddy God’s perfect love for us.

What are you worried and afraid of today? Maybe you are afraid of being left out or that the other kids
won’t accept you. maybe you’re worried about failing, afraid that you might not be smart enough or
strong enough.

Whatever it is, don’t stay weak and wobbly, worried about all the things you cannot do. Be confident of
daddy God’s love for you. be bold to tell Him what you need. And be bold to look at yourself in the eye
and say, “Jesus loves me, this | know. He takes good care of me. | don’t have to be afraid.” Amen!

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



