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FOR HE IS GOOD
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. —Psalm 118:1 NKJV

Hey, Rock kidz, let’s start with a game. Can you unscramble these letters and figure out what they are? You
have 5 seconds and your time starts ... now! Time’s up! Let’s see how many of you got this right. Easy, right?

Now, how about this one? Here’s clue for you. it means the same as the first word, and it’s not in English!
If you are in Singapore, you will have no trouble figuring it out. Did you get it right? ‘Xie xie’ means ‘thank
you’ in Chinese!

Now let’s level up. For this next one, you only get 3 seconds to figure it out. Again, it means the same thing
and the clue is this ... you’ll hear this said more in Texas, USA than in Singapore! Here we go! How many of
you said ‘gracias’ which is ‘thank you’ in Spanish? No matter what language you speak, ‘thank you’ is one
of the earliest words young children are taught to say. In Korea, little kids are taught to say ‘gamsahanida’.
And all the way over in France, children learn to say ‘merci’. And if they wanted to say ‘thank you very
much’, they say ‘mercy beaucoup’. “Mercy beaucoup, papa!” “Mercy beaucoup, maman!” ‘Thank you’ is
such a simple but important thing for us to say. Saying ‘thank you’ is not just about having good manners.
Saying ‘thank you’ is a way of letting the other person know that you appreciate what they have done for
you!

Today’s Bible lesson starts with a group of men who very likely did not have anyone who did anything for
them at all. These men were lepers. During Bible times, lepers were not welcome anywhere they went.
This was because the disease that they had, called leprosy, was so contagious that no one could go near
them in case they got sick as well. Not even their own family or friends! So sad!

Luke 17 tells us that Jesus was going into a village one day when a group of leppers of lepers met Him.
There were ten of them, standing at a distance, crying, “Jesus! Master, have mercy on us! Help us!” The
poor lepers had terrible sores all over bodies that no one knew how to cure. What do you suppose these
lepers wanted more than anything else? That’s right. They wanted to be healed! So, when Jesus looked at
them and said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” the ten lepers understood what this meant. It meant
that Jesus was going to heal them! You see, during that time, only the priest had the power to decide if a
person was healed from leprosy or not. Look what happened next: “While the ten men were going, they
were healed.” Whoa! Did you see that? They didn’t even have to wait until they got to the priests! They
were healed while they were still on the way.

Imagine how amazing that must have been! Wow! But the story doesn’t end there. One of the lepers,
seeing that he had been healed from this horrible disease, turned around and went back to Jesus. He
praised God with a loud voice and bowed down at Jesus’ feet. “Thank You!” said the man. “Thank You!”
he knew that Jesus had Healed him and he was so grateful to Jesus for His goodness. Now wait a minute ...
weren’t there ten lepers who were healed? Where were the other nine? Ten were healed, but only one
returned to thank Jesus.

Then Jesus said to this man: “Stand up and go; faith has made you well.” Let’s take a closer look at this
phrase “made you well”. When we read it in English like this, we think “oh, at first he was sick, and then
he was not sick anymore”. Getting healed from the terrible sickness that destroyed his body was an
amazing and wonderful thing, especially when everyone knew that there was no cure for leprosy

But guess what? The New Testament, where this story is from, was not originally written in English. It was
written in Greek. In the original Greek text, the phrase is written as one word, “s0zo”. “Sozo” means more
than just “made you well”. “Sozo” means to save, rescue, restore, heal and to be made whole. Stop and
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think about this for a moment ... Ten lepers who cried out to Jesus got healed but the one leper who came
back to say ‘thank you’ got much more than just healing in his body. Luke 17:19 tells us that the man who
saw how good the Lord was to him was ‘sozo-ed’. He was saved and rescued from a helpless and hopeless
life filled with sickness and sadness. He got the miracle healing he needed. He was also restored, which
means he got back what he had lost. He could now go back home to be with his family and friends. He was
made whole, everything was good again with nothing missing or broken here, or here. Wow! When the
leper thanked the Lord for being so good to him, the Lord blessed him with the much more!

Let me tell you about a man who lost something that was very precious to him. This man was a musician
and spent lots of time in recording studios. Several years ago, something went wrong in the studio. His left
ear became damaged and he lost his hearing in that ear. Even though he could not hear properly anymore,
he continued to ask God to heal him. Every day, as he took the holy Communion, he would thank God for
restoring his hearing.

One day, his wife felt led to place her finger in his left ear and declare that it was healed and fully restored
in Jesus’ name. After that, he felt a tingle in his ear and could hear a little better. He continued to thank
the Lord that his healing was already taking place. One week later, as he was driving to dinner, his left ear
suddenly popped open! He exclaimed to his wife, “Wow! Everything is so loud now. | can hear from both
my left and right ear! Praise our wonderful Lord Jesus Christ!”

Hey Rock Kidz, what did we learn today? We learned that it is good to give thanks to our good and amazing
God! Psalm 118: 1 says, go ahead and highlight this as well: “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For his mercy endures forever.” Giving thanks to the Lord is a natural and easy thing to do when we realize
just how good He already is to us. We can thank God for our families and friends. We can thank God for
the roof over our heads, for giving us a place to stay. We can thank God for beautiful weather, so that we
can go outside play. But we happened on those days when we just don’t see anything to be thankful for
at all? Can we still give thanks? Yes. You see, being thankful is not simply a reaction to good things
happening around you. being thankful is more like having attitude of gratitude.

When we have an ‘attitude of gratitude’, we can be cheerful and thankful no matter what comes our way.
Maybe you’re having a hard time at school. Maybe your friends are not very nice to you. instead of just
praying to be rescued, “Oh please Lord, help me!”, you can also start to give thanks. “Thank You Lord for
giving me the wisdom that | need. Thank You Lord for giving me favour with my friends. Thank you Lord
that You hear me and You will answer me!” When we say ‘thank you’, we power up on our attitude of
gratitude. The more we give thanks, the more we see what the Lord has already given us. When we have
an attitude of gratitude, the less we have to go, “Oh no!” or “Oh dear!” because we know that our good,
good God will surely take good care of us.

Rock Kidz, here’s a challenge for you this week. Show your appreciation for the people around you. pick
two or three people that you are thankful for, and find a way to let them know that you are appreciate
them. You can write note, make a ‘thank you’ card or give them something you drew or made yourself.
Also, start a “thankful list” for yourself. Every day, write down at least five things that you are thankful for.
By the end of the week, see if you can come up with at least 35 different things that you are thankful for.
It can be for anything you like. If you mean it, you can add it to your list. We belong to a good, good God.
This week, let’s start and end our days with giving thanks to the Lord. Why? because things are always
good? No. We give thanks to the Lord because He is always good to us. And all the Rock Kidz say, “Amen!”

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into your
life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me, “Dear Lord
Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died, was buried
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and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my sins making me
forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my Lord and Saviour. |
am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In Jesus’name,” and everyone say,
“Amen.”



