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With Me and For Me
The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man... Genesis 39: 2; NKJV

Hey Rock Kidz, have you ever wanted a slice of toast with maybe either peanut butter or jam? The bread is
toasted and buttered... and the milk is nice and cold. All you need is the jam! You pick up the jar, and this
happens... You try and try and try ... urgh! But no matter how much you struggle, the lid just won’t open. What
do you do? Do you give up and feel disappointed? Well, if you were all by yourself with no one to help you,
maybe. But what if you were not alone? What if there was someone bigger and stronger than you — like your
dad, or your big brother? Would you still sit around feeling sad and sorry for yourself? No! you would simply go
up to your dad and say, “can you please open this for me?” and in the hands of someone bigger and stronger
than you, you can be sure that what was a problem for you is no problem for him at all.

Today’s Bible story is about someone who started life with no problems at all. Life was good for young Joseph.
He had ten older brothers, but his dad Jacob loved him the most. Jacob loved Joseph so much that he gave
Joseph a beautiful coat of many colours. The problem was that this made the ten older brothers very jealous.

They were so jealous that they decided to get rid of Joseph! The first thing they did was to toss him into a pit.
The next thing they did was to sell Joseph to some slave traders! The slave traders took Joseph to the land of
Egypt — far, far away from his family and friends. As a slave in a faraway land, Joseph had nothing. He had no
family or friends to help him either. He didn’t even speak the same language as the Egyptians. His life was sure
to be difficult and full of problems, right?

Well, yes — if Joseph was all by himself in Egypt. But look what the Bible says: Genesis 39: 2-3 tells us that “The
Lord with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his
master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he did to prosper in his hand.” Joseph was
not alone in Egypt — the Lord was with him! The Lord never left him when he was in the pit, and the Lord never
left him when he made the long journey to Egypt. The Lord was with Joseph every step of the way. And because
the Lord was with him, every problem that Joseph faced became no problem at all once he handed the problem
to our big and amazing God!

God’s blessing and favour on Joseph was so real that even his Egyptian master knew it was God who was helping
joseph in everything he did. Soon, Joseph was made the number one man — in charge of everything his master
owned. Life was good once more for Joseph, right? Wrong. His master’s wife lied about Joseph and just like
that, Joseph was thrown into prison. Once more, Joseph’s life had hit the bottom again. This should have been
the end of the story, right? Well, yes — if Joseph was all alone in that prison. But the good news is that our good
and faithful God never left Joseph — not even when he was in prison! Genesis 39: 21 tells us: But the Lord was
with joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.” And
because the Lord was with Joseph, Joseph was a successful prisoner! He was so successful that he was made
the number one prisoner — in charge of all the rest.

Imagine that! The Bible tells us that God helped Joseph to understand the meaning of dreams. One day, two of
the prisoners told Joseph of the unusual dreams that they had. Joseph explained the meaning of their dreams
to them, and said: “When you are free, remember me. Tell Pharaoh about me so that | can get out of this prison.
| have done nothing wrong!” Well, one of the men got out of prison, but did he remember Joseph? No, he
didn’t. and poor joseph was stuck in prison for two more years.

Then Pharaoh had two strange dreams that he could not understand. None of the wisemen and magicians could

give Pharaoh the answer he needed. That day, the man that Joseph helped in prison told Pharoah about Joseph.

The man said, “There is a Hebrew man in prison who can explain the meaning of dreams...” When Pharoah

heard this, he sent for Joseph at once. “I heard that you can explain the meaning of dreams!” Guess what

Joseph said? Instead of saying, “Yes! That’s me!”, Joseph replied, “I cannot! But God can. He can explain the

dream for you!” Wow! Joseph knew that he could not do anything on his own. But he also knew that God would
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help him. He knew the Lord was with him and for him! He was sure God would continue to give him all the help
he needed. And God was faithful.

Pharoah liked Joseph so much he made Joseph his number one man. And just like that, Joseph the prisoner
became Joseph the prime minister, the second most important man in all of Egypt! How is it even possible to
go from prisoner to prime minister just like that? The Bible tells us the answer loud and clear: “The Lord was
with Joseph, and he was a successful man!” the good news is that what was true for Joseph in the Bible is still
true for us today. We belong to a good and an amazing God who loved us and help us every step of the way.
The more we see how He is always with us and for us, the more we can depend on Him to do the things we
cannot do ourselves.

Let me tell you about a girl from church who depended on the Lord to do for her what she couldn’t do for
herself. One year, she wanted to be a group leader, but wasn’t chosen to be one. At first, she was disappointed
and wondered why the teacher did not pick her. But instead of being upset at herself, she told the Lord about
it. “Lord, | really want to be a leader in school. Teach me what to do!”

A few weeks later, she was chosen to be the leader of her class. She was very happy. Instead of just helping a
group of classmates, she could now help her whole class. Each time she was asked to do something that was
too big to handle, she prayed, “Lord, teach me what to do!” and the Lord gave her success in everything she
did — in her leadership, in her schoolwork and in her friend ships as well! She did so well that a year later, her
teacher chose her to become a school leader. Because the Lord was with her, she had good success wherever
she went!

Rock kidz, what did we learn today? We learned the secret to Joseph’s good success. Turn to Genesis 39: 2. You
can highlight this in your Bibles. It says: “The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man...” Because
the Lord was with him, helping him and teaching him — Joseph could do all the things he otherwise could not
do for himself! The good news is that what is true for Joseph is also true for you and me today. We are not
alone. We don’t have to work alone or struggle alone. The Lord is with us.

Remember the jar of jam? when our hands are not big enough or strong enough to get the job done, we don’t
have to be disappointed or defeated. We can simply ask our good, good God to help us! Success is not about
how good we are, but all about how good our Lord is to us. We can say what Joseph said, “I cannot, but God
can!” it is never about what you can or cannot do. It is only about how good and faithful God is. He is the one
who brings you good success. All you have to do is trust Him. So, no matter what comes your way, no matter
where you are, do what joseph did: just keep believing that the Lord is with you. let’s say our verse together.
This time, fill in your own name. Let’s say it, believe it and receive it. “The Lord is with (say your
name), and | am s successful Jesus kid!” And all of Rock kidz say, Amen!

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into your
life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me, “Dear Lord
Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died, was buried
and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my sins making me
forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my Lord and Saviour. |
am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In Jesus’name,” and everyone say,
“Amen.”



