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WALK WITH THE WISE
Walk with a wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm. — Proverbs 13:20, NIV

Hey Rock Kidz, can you recognize what this is? If you said “airplane windows”, you’re correct! how many of you
prefer the window seat? Me! It’s fun looking out the window — watching the plane take off and looking at the
clouds once the plane is in the air. Have you ever wondered what the pilot sitting in front of the plane sees
when he looks out of the window? He sees what you see! Clouds and more clouds!

So here’s a question for you- how does the pilot know which way to go? How does he navigate the plane from
one city to another without getting lost? After all, there are no street or road signs for him to follow. To get
from one city to another city, the pilot relies on the navigation system in his plane.

But did you know when the plane wants to land, the pilot needs to call in to the air traffic controller sitting in
the air control tower. It’s the tall tower that you see in every airport that you go to. And high up in that tower,
the air traffic controller gets a full view of all the planes coming in and going out from the airport. Not only that,
he can also track on his screen the exact location of all the planes long before they get near the airport. The
pilot calls into the air control tower to get clear instructions on when and where to land.

Now imagine this unusual situation ... One day the co — pilot says to the pilot, “Hey, why do we have to listen to
him? He’s always telling us where to go and what to do. We’ve done this hundreds of times already. Let’s just
forget about the air traffic controller and land the plane ourselves!” Rock Kidz, who should the pilot listen to?
Should he listen to the air traffic controller who can see what’s going on ... or the co-pilot, the friend he hangs
out with a lot. Hmmm ... | hope you picked the air traffic controller because listening to the co-polit would be
really, really unwise. Even if the co-polit was a really good guy, in this situation is to set yourself up for disaster!

Today’s Bible lesson is about a king who had to choose who he wanted to listen to. His name was Rehoboam.
Rehoboam was the third king of Israel. He came after his father, King Solomon ... who came after his grandfather
King David. Under King Solomon, Israel was rich and strong.

But as soon as Rehoboam became king, there was trouble. The people came to Rehoboam and said, “Your
father, King Solomon made us work very, very hard and taxed a lot of our money. If you make things easier for
us, we will serve you.”

When Rehoboam heard this, he asked his father’s wise men what to do. The wise men said, “Listen to the
people and speak kindly to them. They will be your loyal servants.”

But Rehoboam did not listen to the wise men. He asked his friends what to do, “Hey guys, what do you think?
Should | go easy on the people?” “What?!” His friends said, show them who’s boss. Tell him that you will be
even worse than your father!”

And that was just what Rehoboam did. And this made the people so angry, they said, “forget it! Why are you
even our king? We will pick a new king and start a new kingdom.” Oh dear! Just like that Israel split into two!
Rehoboam lost more than half the kingdom his father Solomon gave him. The northern kingdom left Rehoboam
kept the name “Israel”, and the southern kingdom that stayed loyal to Rehoboam became know as “Judah”.

What a terrible price to pay for listening to the wrong people. Instead of listening to his father’s wise men who
understood what was going on and knew what needed to be done. Rehoboam listened to the foolish advice of
his friends who knew nothing about how to run a kingdom!

Rock Kidz, it is so important to know who to listen to. Listen to the right people, and you set yourself up for
success. But listen to the wrong people, and you set yourself up for trouble! Proverbs 13:20 says, “Walk with
the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.” The bible is clear. If you are friends with
people who are wise, you will become wise too. This means that you will know the right thing to do at the right
time. But if you hang out with foolish people, you will end up getting hurt.
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What are wise friends like, you may ask? That is a good question. Wise friends will never ask you to do things
which go against god’s word. That’s because God’s word gives wisdom. They won’t ask you to lie, cheat or steal.
They won’t ask you to do things that harm yourself. They will give you advice that is good for you.

As for foolish friends, they often give advice which may bring you harm, even if they mean well. If you listen to
them, you may end up getting into trouble. They may tell you it’s ok to cheat on a test and it’s “just one time”.
Or they may say it’s fine to play computer games all night, even if this makes you too tired for school the next
day. All these may sound like a good idea in the beginning, but in the end, you can be sure that there will be a
price to pay! Let’s believe what the Bible says and do what it tells us to do: Make friends with those who are

wise. Choose good friends who can give you good advice. Then, you will become wise too!

Let me tell you what happened when a girl from our church had a problem with her temper. Every time she got
angry, she shouted at the people around her. This was not a good thing to do — especially in school! Then she
would shout loudly and start quarrelling with people. The girl thought that the more she shouted, the more
she could make people listen to her. She thought that the louder she got, the better things would turn out for
her. But the opposite happened — people just got mad at her and some even started being mean to her. This
time, instead of just being mad, the girl started to be very, very sad. She did not know what to do.

One day, a friend gave her good advice. The friend said, “Don’t shout anymore. If you want something changed,
speak gently and smile instead. You will find that things will be easier. This is what the Bible teaches us to do.”
She decided to follow her friend’s advice. She stopped shouting and started speaking more gently. She also
spoke with smile. To her amazement, the others stopped being mean to her. They started to listen to her. She
was so glad that she had a good friend who gave wise advice! When she chose to listen to a wise friend, things
got better for her!

Today we learned how important it is to listen to the right people who give us good advice that help us instead
of getting us into trouble. Let’s look at Proverbs 13:20 again. You may want to highlight this as well. “Walk with
the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.” Being with wise people and listening to
them makes us wise ourselves. Hang out with the foolish and we set ourselves up for trouble! You know, Rock
Kidz. There are different kinds of friends. There are good friends and there are friends who are just not good
for you. good friends tell you honest things. Like “If you keep chewing with your mouth open, people won't
want to eat with you.” You may not want to hear these things, but you may need to hear them to help you
become better. Other kinds of friends may seem like fun to be with now. Maybe they seem exciting when they
say or do certain things. Like “Homework is boring! Let’s see if we can beat the high score!” but you can be sure
that there will be a price to pay for it later!

So how do you know who is a wise friend? Remember this: A wise friend will never ask you to do anything to
hurt yourself or get yourself into trouble. If you are not sure who is a wise friend, you can ask God to tell you.
ask Him if you are making the right kind of friends. You can trust Him to lead you to make good friends who
won’t hurt you. So choose good friends who are good for you! Walk with the wise and you will be wise too!

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into your
life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me, “Dear Lord
Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died, was buried
and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my sins making me
forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my Lord and Saviour. |
am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In Jesus’'name,” and everyone say,
“Amen.”



