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A DIFFERENT SPIRIT
My grace is sufficient for you, my strength is made perfect in weakness. — 2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV

Hey, Rock Kidz! Do you know what this is? It’s a rock climbing wall! Can you guess how high it is? 5
metres? 10 metres? Ooh, this one is more than 15metres high. Whoa! Can you imagine being up that
high? Would you be nervous? What gives these rock climbers the courage to climb these walls? What if
they get tired along the way? Or lose their trip and slip? What happens then?

Look at this picture. See the safety harnesses and ropes on these climbers? For every climber going up,
there’s another person at the bottom, hanging on to the safety rope and looking out for the climber’s
safety. This person is called the belayer. The belayer’s job is to closely watch the climber and ensure that
he has enough ropes to get to the top. He also holds or tightens the ropes when needed, so that the
climber doesn’t fall to the ground. Without a safety harness, climbing up so high by yourself would be
scary and really dangerous. But when you have a safety harness and a belayer, hanging on to you, you
don’t have to be afraid. Knowing that there is someone you can count on to keep you safe, makes all the
difference!

Today’s Bible lesson is about a man who knew that he could count on God. His name was Caleb. The
Bible says that Caleb had something different about him. But what made him different from everyone
else? Was he stronger, smarter or funnier than everyone around him? And did he have twelve hands?
Three eyes, or five ears that made him look different? Or maybe he had some kind of superhuman
power that made him different from everyone else? No! the Bible says that Caleb had a different spirit.
A different spirit? What's that? Well, let’s find out. Caleb lived during a time when God was leading the
children of Israel out of Egypt and into the promised land. This was the land of Canaan, which God had
given to them. And this was going to be their new home where they would live. God asked Moses, the
leader of the Israelites, to send twelve spies to check out the promised land. Caleb was one of them.
Moses said to them, “See what the land is like. Find out whether the people living there are strong or
weak, few or many. See what kind of land they live in. Is it good or bad?” So off they went to the land of
Canaan to discover what it had to offer.

After exploring the promised land for forty days, they returned back to Moses and the Israelites with
this report. “We went to the land where you sent us. It is indeed a bountiful land flowing with milk and

'II

honey. And this is its fruits!” They brought back pomegranates and figs, and a giant cluster of grapes so
large that two people had to carry it with a pole! Wow, that’s a lot of grapes! The land was rich,
bountiful, and filled with giant bunches of grapes. But there were also giants living in the land. Giants?
Yes! Giants! The twelve leaders saw that the people living there were big and powerful, and their towns

were surrounded with giant walls! When the people heard this report, they trembled with fear.

But Caleb wasn’t bothered by these giants living there. He was excited that God had given them such a
good land to live in! Giants? So what? Numbers 13:30 tells us, “Let’s go at once to take the land,” he
said. “We can certainly conquer it!” However, the other men who explored the land with him, didn’t
quite feel the same way. They thought that there was no way that they could possess the land because
of the giants in there. “We can’t go up against them. They are stronger than we are. All the people we
saw were huge! They were like giants, and we felt like grasshoppers next to them!” And on and on they
whined, spreading a bad report to the people of Israel.
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Now, how is it that Caleb had such a different perspective from the rest of the men who explored the
land with him? All twelve men saw the giants, but only two of them, Joshua and Caleb were confident of
conquering the land. When everyone said, “Oh, no! Oh, no! Oh, no!” Caleb said, “Let’s go at once! We
will surely win.” What made Caleb so sure that he could take the land? Did he know something that the
rest didn’t? what was his secret? Remember what we said about Caleb having a different spirit? Caleb
had different view from the other men, because he had a different spirit. In his heart, he believed
differently from the rest of them. Yes, he saw the giants living in the land. But he also knew that the Lord
was with him. He believed that because God had promised to give them this land, God would surely help
them drive out the giants and conquer the land.

You know the story — because the people all believed the bad report and were too afraid, the Israelites
wandered around for 40 years. Only Joshua and Caleb, who believed in God’s promises, got to enter the
promised land. Even all those years later, Caleb never stopped believing that he could count on the Lord
to give him the victory.

When he was 85 years old, Caleb asked Joshua to give him a mountain to conquer. Joshua 14: 12 tells
us, “ ... But if the LORD is with me, | will drive them out of the land, just as the LORD said.” What made it
even more amazing was that this mountain was full of giants! Caleb’s different spirit kept him believing
bold and fighting fit. The giants may be big, but my God is bigger!” That’s what Caleb believed in his
heart. And that’s what made him different. Caleb had a different spirit, one that wholeheartedly
followed after God. Caleb believed god’s promise. He believed that God is faithful to do what He said He
would do.

Let’s see what God said about Caleb. Numbers 14: 24 says this, “But because my servant Caleb has a
different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, | will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.” God was so pleased with Caleb, that he brought him into the promised land
together with all his children. This is what happens when you have different spirit. You will enjoy all that
God has promised to give you as His beloved child.

Let me tell you what happened to a teacher from Rock Kids, when COVID — 19 started. Business was bad
and her company had to let some people go. She was among the people who lost their job. When her
friends heard she lost her job, some of them are very worried for her. “Oh, no! You won’t have any
money. What are you going to do?”

At first, this made her worried, because she knew it would not easy to get a new job. But she
remembered she was not alone. The Lord was with her, and He would take good care of her. So instead
of being anxious and worried like the people around her, she reminded herself every day, “The Lord is
my Shepherd, | have everything | need. She knew that Daddy God would take good care of her. She
believed that God would not only give her a new job, but a good position in a good company as well. Not
long after that, she was offered a new job. And just as she believed, this new job was even better that
the one she lost!

Rock Kidz, what have we learn today? We learned that we can be like Caleb and have a different spirit.
Having a different spirit means that we don’t have to be like everyone around us. Having a different
spirit means following God and believing that His promises for us are certain and true. Having a different
spirit means that we will learn to see our problems differently. Because we see that God is with us.
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Rock Kidz! You have a different spirit, when you believe that God is always with you, and He will help
you to conquer any challenge in life. Yes, even the giant — sized one. In 2 Corinthians 12: 9, you might
want to highlight this as well. It says, “My grace is sufficient for you, My strength is made perfect in
weakness.” If a problem seems too big for you to handle, don’t worry. God says that “My grace is all you
need.” If you're feeling weak, like do something, God says that “My power works best in weakness.”
When we face giant problems in life, we don’t have to fear, because we know that God is with us. We
can ask God for His grace to help us and to give us what we need. We can ask God for His power to work
in areas that we are weak in, and He will come and help us. You have a different spirit when you believe
that God is always with you, and He will always help you. And all the Rock Kidz say “Amen!”

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



