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EVEN WHEN IT’S YOUR FAULT

The righteous cry out, and the lord hears them; He delivers them from all their troubles. Psalm34:17,
NIV

Hey Rock Kids, what does it mean? If you see a red triangle with an exclamation sign on it? An
exclamation mark usually means ... So this sign means---- watch out! Watch out for what? Watch out for
danger. Different signs warn you about different things. This one means --- watch out for electric shocks!
Warning signs are there to protect us. They tell us to be careful so that we don’t get hurt.

So this is the same when parents give their kids instruction that start with the word ‘don’t’. Don’t touch
those scissors. Or don’t touch that pot. Why don’t touch? Because if we do, we might get hurt. But what
if we choose not to listen? Well then, we would just have to face the consequences of our foolish
actions. For example, Bob’s dad tells him, “Don’t play with the fire!” But when Bob sees this. He decides
to do this. OUCH! Whose fault was it that Bob got hurt? Was it the candle’s fault? No. Bob got hurt
because of his own actions, because he chose to touch the fire. The consequence was that he burnt his
finger. Bad choices always lead to bad consequences. How much better it is for us to learn to make the
right choices from the start?

Today’s Bible story is about a man who decided to do something that he knew that he shouldn’t do. Just
like that he made a bad choice. This man was Jonah. Jonah was not an ordinary man. He was a prophet.
During Bible times, a prophet’s job is to deliver God’s message to the people what God wanted them to
do. This was all very good, except that Jonah himself didn’t always do what God told him to do, Oh dear.

Jonah’s story starts like this. One day, God told Jonah to go to a great city called Nineveh. The people in
Nineveh were wicked, and their evil ways were destroying their lives. Because God cared about them,
He told Jonah to go to Nineveh to tell the people to change their ways. But Jonah did not care. He did
not go to Nineveh. He did not want to listen to God. So, Jonah decided to run away! He went to the port
of Joppa and hopped onto a boat to Tarshish in the opposite direction of where God had told him to go.

Uh oh, now we already know that disobedience is a bad idea. So you can probably guess what’s coming.
Yes, Jonah gets into trouble. On the way to Tarshish, there was a terrible storm. It was so bad that the
sailors all thought they were going to die. Desperately, they threw cargo off the ship, but it made no
difference. All this time Jonah was sound asleep. He had no clue what was going on. “How can you sleep
at a time like this?” The captain of the ship shouted, “Get up and pray to your God. Maybe He will listen
to us and spare our lives.” But Jonah did not pray even though he knew that the storm was happening
because he was running away from God.

“What should we do to you to stop this storm?” the sailors asked? “Throw me into the sea and it will
become calm again. | know that this terrible storm is all my fault.” Jonah said. The sailors didn’t want
Jonah to die so they rowed even harder to try to get the ship to shore. But the storm just grew bigger
and bigger. Finally, they picked Jonah up and threw him into the stormy sea, and the storm stopped at
once.



Whoa, the storm died down, but did Jonah die? Did the waves swallow him up? What do you think
happened to Jonah? Well, no one could have guessed what happened next. The Lord sent a great big
fish to swallow him up. God snatched Jonah from the jaws of death and put him straight into the jaws of
giant fish. Jonah didn’t drown. God saved Jonah and Jonah stayed inside the giant fish for three days and
three nights. In the belly of the giant fish, Jonah remembered how God saved him from drowning in the
sea. Jonah 2:2 tells us, “I cried out to the Lord in my great trouble, and He answered me. | called to You
from the land of the dead, and Lord, You heard me!” And even though he was in the belly of the fish
deep in the ocean, God heard him. Jonah wanted to run away from God. But God was never far away
from Jonah.

What happened next was amazing. The Lord ordered the fish to spit Jonah onto a beach. Then the Lord
spoke to Jonah a second time. “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Deliver the message | have
given you.” This time, Jonah did what God told him to do and went to Nineveh. After the people of
Nineveh heard what God said, they were so sorry that they stopped being wicked. And when God saw
how sorry they were, He did not destroy the city. Because Jonah obeyed the Lord and went to the city of
Nineveh. He helped save the city and its people from destruction. The story of Jonah helps us see just
how good and amazing our God is. Even though Jonah made bad choices and got into trouble. God
never,never left him. When Jonah was inside the fish and deep in the ocean, God heard him and
answered him when he prayed. Even more amazing, God gave Jonah a second chance to do what he was
meant to do, deliver God’s message to the people of Nineveh. What a good, good god we have.

Let me tell you what happened to a boy from Rock Kids who got himself into a spot pf trouble. He knew
it was his own fault because his parents were always telling him to pick up his stuff. “Don’t leave your
glasses lying around”, his mom said. “Take care of your key”, his dad said. But he never listened. One
day, he got off the bus and knew he was in trouble. He had left his wallet on the bus. “Oh no!” He cried.
He chased after the bus and ran after it for 15 minutes, hoping to get his wallet back. Finally, he gave up
and walked home. “Ah, | should have been more careful. I’'m in so much trouble now.”

At home, he told his mom what happened. Instead of scolding him, his mom said, “You know it’s your
own fault for being so careless, right?” Then she said, “You better ask God to help you.” And do you
know what he did? That’s right, he prayed. When his mom called the bus company, this is what they
said, “Yes, we have the wallet. Someone found it and gave it to the bus driver. You can come and collect
it tomorrow.” What did the boy say? That’s right, he said, “Thank You, Jesus.”

So Rock Kids, what did we learn today? We learn that we can call on daddy God for help when we are in
trouble. Psalms 34:17 tells us this, “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; He delivers them
from all their troubles.” When we cry out to the Lord, He hears us and helps us. Does this mean we can
go about doing the wrong thing just because we know that God is going to rescue us? No. As we saw the
story of Jonah’s disobedience is never a good idea and it can get us into a whole lot of trouble. Bad
choices have bad consequences, and that’s not what we want. But there are times when we get into
trouble because we’ve made a mistake or we’ve messed up. Maybe you forgot to do your homework. Or
you missed out on an important assessment date. Or you landed yourself in trouble because of
something you did or did not do. You messed up. You know it’s your fault and now you are in trouble.



What do you do now? You can call on daddy God and know that He will answer you even when it’s
your fault.

Psalms 34:17 tells us this, you might want to highlight it as well. It says, “The righteous cry out, and the
Lord hears them; He delivers them from all their troubles.” Who are the righteous? We are! Why are
we righteous? Because of Jesus! Because of what Jesus did for us at the cross. We are forever right
with God. This means we can boldly go to Him in our time of trouble. Instead of panicking or running
away from the situation. You can run to Daddy God and cry out to Him for help. You can pray. “Help
me Lord, show me what to do. Give me the wisdom | need. Help me to get out of this mess.” And
when the Lord does what you ask, remember to say “thank You”! Ask Him for wisdom to make good
choices that bring good success to you. And when you do, he will surely hear you and answer you. What
a good, good God we have.

Hey Rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



