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THE HOPE OF THE RIGHTEOUS
The hope of the righteous will be gladness... ——Proverbs 10:28

Hey Rock Kidz! Look at these machines. Do you know what they are? Yes, they are claw machines filled
with exciting toys. Hmm, which shall we pick? Let’s pick this one! Ooh, | see something | want to get! Let
me put in my coins... Here we go... Slowly... slowly... Oh, | hope | get the one | want! Oh no! It’s slipping!
No, no, no...don’t fall now! | hope it stays on till | get it out... Argh! Have you ever hoped and hoped for
something, just to be disappointed? Like when you are on the beach and dark clouds appear above
you... and you hope and hope it doesn’t rain. Please don't let it rain!

Today we want to talk about hope. When we hope for something, it is us wishing that things will happen
the way we want it. Like the toy we want to catch. Or the good weather we want to enjoy. We cannot
guarantee what happens in the end, but we can still hope!

Today’s Bible story is about a man with no hope. He had no hope because even though he knew what he
wanted, he also knew that it was impossible for he to get what he wanted. You see, this man was a leper.
This means he had a disease called leprosy. During Bible times, there was no cure for leprosy and
because it could spread so easily and so quickly, no one dared to be near a leper. The leper had no hope
of getting better and no hope getting any kind of help from anyone — not even from his family or his
friends. Oh dear. Now, this man would have lived the rest of his life helpless and hopeless except that
one day, he met Jesus. You already know that anytime you meet Jesus, something good is sure to
happen!

The Bible tells us in Matthew 5 that Jesus went up a mountain side with his disciples. There he sat down
and started to teach his disciples all about how much God cared for them. As Jesus talked, more and
more people arrived. Imagine the people — listening to every word that Jesus said — all amazed because
no one had ever told them such good news about God before! So, when Jesus got up and started to go
down the mountain, the crowd followed him. The Bible doesn’t tell us this but we can imagine that the
leper must have been nearby listening as well... because that day, the leper did something that everyone
knew was not allowed — he went right up to Jesus! And look what he said: In Matthew 8:2, it tells us:
and behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, You can make me clean.”
“You can make me clean”. Was the leper asking for a shower? No. During Bible times, being ‘clean’ or
‘unclean’ had nothing to do with how much you showered or bathed. Lepers were ‘unclean’, and for as
long as they were ‘unclean’ no one was allowed to go near them — not even their families or friends. So,
what the leper was saying was, “Lord, if you are willing, You can heal me so that | can go back home to
my family and friends again.”

Everyone knew there was no cure for leprosy. Lepers could not hope to be healed, and they could not
hope for their future. So, what made the Leper so bold to ask Jesus to do the impossible? The answer is
that the leper believed that Jesus could do the impossible for him. He knew that Jesus had the power to
help him and turn his life around.



But what made the leper so sure? Well, the best answer we have is that he must had heard the good
news about Jesus. Maybe he even heard everything that Jesus told the people on the mountainside. The
good news is that what he heard gave him hope. At last! Here was someone with the power to help him.
The leper was sure that Jesus could. What he didn’t know was if Jesus would. “Lord, if you are willing...”
What do you think? Was Jesus willing to help him? That day, the leper got his answer loud and clear.
Jesus actually reached out to him and touched him. That touch told the leper — “Yes, | am willing...” But
more than that, Jesus’ told the leper — “I love you.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. Imagine
the leper — one minute looking at his sad diseased hands — and the next minute seeing them healthy and
strong again! Not just his hands, but his whole body too. Wow! What an amazing ending for a man who
was so helpless and hopeless!

But what about us? Is there good news for us as well in this story? The answer is YES. The good news is
that when we tell our good, good God what we hope for, we don’t have to be like the leper who said,
“Lord, if you are willing...” No, we don’t have to worry or wonder if the Lord will decide to help us or not.
We can ALWAYS put our trust in Him. We can be sure that his answer to us is always “yes, | am willing.”
Maybe right now you are thinking, “How can | be sure of this?” Then answer is simple but so very
powerful... Are you ready? In the leper’s story, Jesus answered like this... “l am willing...” Now, in our
story, Jesus answered us more than 2000 years ago like this... “see how much | love you? Yes, | am
willing. So willing | give My life for you...” Because of Jesus, all our sins are washed are washed away.
Because all our sins are washed away, we are the righteousness of God in Christ. When we know that
we are always right with God, our hope in the Lord is not weak or wobbly. Our hope is confident and
sure.

Let me tell you what happened to a teacher from Rock Kidz who refused to be afraid when her doctor
gave her some very bad news. The bad news is that there was a lump growing in her jaw. The worse
news was that it was so dangerous to remove the lump that one wrong move would leave half or her
face paralyzed. The natural thing would be to panic and say, “Oh no! The doctor said this, and this, and
this!” But this is not what this teacher and her husband did. This is what they said instead, “We knew
the doctor said this and this and this, BUT the Bible says that we are too blessed to be stressed. The
Bible says “By his stripes we are healed!” Even though the problem was scary and serious, she and her
husband continued to put their trust in Jesus and hoped for the best. They partook the holy communion
and instead of how bad the problem was, she said what she hoped to see — “Let the lump shrivel up and
disappear!”

When the time came for her operation, the doctors open up the part of her mouth where the lump was.
What do you think they found? Nothing at all. Instead the lump they were expecting, there was just an
empty space. The lump was totally gone! The doctor was so surprised he said, “In all my 17 years of
doing this, | have never seen anything like this before. To his even bigger surprise, the teacher and her
husband said, “We are not surprised. Our trust is in the Lord. We knew everything will be alright!”

Here's a lovely verse for us to learn and remember: You might want to highlight this as well. In
proverbs 10:28, it tells us “The hope of the righteousness will be gladness...” This verse says, “The hope
of the righteous WILL be gladness.” Not maybe, but “WILL” be gladness. You don’t have to worry and



wonder. You can be sure that He is able and willing to help you. And when he does, you will be GLAD!
So, the next time you worry or wonder about something, remember what you heard today. Remember
this... Remember how at the cross Jesus answered us loud and clear — “Yes | am willing. See how much |

love you!” when you remember the cross, you can be sure each time you hope in the Lord, the answer
will always be one that will make you glad! “The hope of the righteous — that’d you and me — will be

gladness! And all of Rock Kidz say “Amen!”

Hey rock Kidz, if you are listening to this story and you’ve never asked Jesus to come into
your life to be your Lord and Saviour, you can do so now. Just repeat this prayer after me,
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for dying on the cross for me. You are the Son of God, who died,
was buried and on the third day, you rose again. Your precious blood washed away all my
sins making me forever right with Daddy God. | ask You now to come into my life to be my
Lord and Saviour. | am forever righteous, forever blessed, forever a child of God. In
Jesus’name,” and everyone say, “Amen.”



